Data collected for 2015 from Level I-III


	
	Drug Use Indicator n=30123

	
	N=Not suspected, not tested
	NC=No confirmed by test
	NA=Not applicable
	UNK=Unknown or not documented
	NOT=Not documented
	YD=Yes illegal drug confirmed by test
	YP=Yes prescription drug confirmed by test

	Level I
	7178
	210
	546
	31
	68
	294
	60

	Level II
	8699
	610
	1160
	157
	927
	626
	219

	Level III
	5792
	177
	938
	1237
	948
	169
	93

	Total
	21669
	997
	2644
	1425
	1943
	1089
	372

	Total %
	72%
	3%
	9%
	5%
	6%
	4%
	1%


N=Not suspected, not tested: 85yr old witness ground level fall; no suspicion of illicit drug use.
NC=No confirmed by test: Suspected drug use due to aberrant behavior or altered mental status but, tested negative on drug assay

NA=Not applicable; Not sure under what circumstances this variable would be used in preference of “N” Is this used when a patient is a transfer in and their tox screen is probably going to be positive from pre hospital care?
UNK=Unknown or not documented: Suspected drug use documented but, not tested

NOT=Not documented: Suspected drug use documented but, not tested

YD=Yes illegal drug confirmed by test; Drug test positive for cocaine, meth amphetamine etc. What happens when a patient tests positive for marijuana and has a prescription or the patient takes ADDHD medication which would be positive for amphetamines?

YP=Yes prescription drug confirmed; Is this a patient that tested positive for opiods but got Fentanyl in the field?

Drug use indicator has become a contentious issue in Colorado due to variability in how the data is analyzed and collected. The NTDS Data Dictionary states
	DRUG USE INDICATOR 
	ED_18 


Definition 
Use of drugs by the patient. 

	Field Values 

1. No (not tested) 
	3. Yes (confirmed by test [prescription drug]) 

	2. No (confirmed by test) 

Additional Information
· Drug use may be documented at any facility, unit, or setting treating this patient event. 

· If drug use is suspected, but not confirmed by test, record null value "Not Known/Not Recorded." 


	4. Yes (confirmed by test [illegal use drug]) 

· "Illegal use drug" includes illegal use of prescription drugs. 

· This data element refers to drug use by the patient and does not include medical treatment. 

	
	


 The purpose collecting data is to provide meaningful results that can enhance performance. There appears to be variability in how facilities capture, collect and document variables related to drug use. The confusion lies in the following statements from the NTDS. 
“Illegal use drug” includes illegal use of prescription drugs. 

AND

This data element refers to drug use by the patient and does not include medical treatment.

